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Lǘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Yaha ¢ƻǇŜƪŀ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Yŀƴǎŀǎ 5Ŝƴǘŀƭ /ƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 

improve dental care during the year. Hundreds volunteer and thousands avail them-elves of the 

generosity bestowed upon them by the dental professionals who have made the Kansas Mission of 

Mercy a cornerstone of their charitable giving.  

Without question KMOM is unique. It has conquered the all too common adage that volunteerism in 

America is a thing of the past. The program was fashioned by volunteerism and good-will and has 

continued to thrive on each individual willing to give of their time and talents and to help those who 

cannot afford dental care. It is done without selfishness, expectations or potential for economic gain. 

Instead, it is given from the heart.  

All too often, when we speak of KMOM, we talk about the thousands of patients we have treated or the 

millions of dollars we have provided. We might talk about how we extracted twenty teeth from one 

nameless patient or that we treated three hundred children or not enough children. There are the 

countless photos of hundreds of people sitting in the stands or the masses of people huddled outside in 

the cold, keeping warm and waiting for dental care they desperately need. In a project such as this, it is 

so easy to mistakenly wrap ourselves in the large numbers.  

Yes, I said mistakenly.  

The real story of KMOM is not the thousands, nor is it the hundreds. It is the ones. It is the individual 

people with their own individual needs and yes, dreams. Needs for the relief of pain and dreams that we 

can help them smile for a family photo.  

I have had the privilege of taking four hours of video shot by a local video production company and 

condensing it into four minutes. Certainly not an easy chore, but one I have found to be an incredible 

exercise in understanding the fascinating nature of the people we serve. Our patients came for their 

own care and they came so their children could be treated. And they came because, in a country with so 

much to offer, it was their only chance for dental care.  

There is a lady named Melissa who emailed me several times prior to the event. She had planned to 

drive about five hours and was worried that we might not be able to help her. She told me her story and 

that she had a son that she and her husband had adopted. He was in his early teens and had not had 

dental care for many years. She was worried then about the weather and wondered if we might cancel 

the clinic because of the weather.  



I assured her we would still be open for business and to arrive early. And that she did. She arrived late in 

the evening on Thursday and was one of the first patients in the door. I happened to be at the door 

ǿƘŜƴ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦ L ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ Χ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ aŜƭƛǎǎŀΦ {ƘŜ 

had gotten into the clinic with her two sons. And she was amazingly happy.  

Several times throughout the day, I had the chance to talk with Melissa and learned much about her. 

She is a deeply religious woman and gave thanks to God for the service we provided to her and her 

family. After she returned home, she told me in an email that her biological son was so impacted by the 

events of KMOM that he shared a very detailed vision for what he wants to do.  

άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΣò ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

in a mighty way to serve Him by helping others so their lives would be about so much more than just 

themselves.ò 

Her son is sixteen years old and had always planned to be an engineer and about a year ago, he felt 

directed to become a pediatrician.  

άIŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎuch conviction about helping any and all children by creating an annual clinic that will allow any 

child to come and get an annual check-up for their medical and dental needs and possibly to provide 

resource information for any other needs they might have,ò ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άIŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜǎ ƘƛƳ 

all year long to work and bring in a good income, the least he can do is give a few days a year and give 

back to others.  

άLϥƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘƻƭŘ ōǳǘ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀct of your ministry 

reaches far beyond treating dental needs, it's given my son a vision for God's plan for his life, 

reconfirming his desires to help others who are less fortunate.έ 

The stories people share about themselves have become as much a part of the experience of giving and 

are in a way, how the patients pay us back for the gifts we provide.  

LŦ Yaha ŘƻŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ŏŀƴ 

change our lives by volunteering and the patients that we have treated along the way. For some, KMOM 

has become a calling of service and a mission that is spreading across the country, starting with 

Nebraska, Arkansas, and Colorado. It has become a door through which dental champions are emerging, 

all with the simple goal of helping others.  

No matter how blessed we are, it is difficult not to see something special in the majority of the patients 

we serve. There is the determination that allows the human body to withstand hours of frigid weather 

to rid themselves oŦ ǇŀƛƴΣ Ǉŀƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǇŀǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ 

ultimate parental element that has led many of these patients to give up everything they need to 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŀŎǊifices when you see people that 

are giving so much and have lived in excruciating pain and will stand in line for hours in near zero-degree 

weather.  



As KMOM continues to grow and is faced with challenges, let us as servants to society never for-get the 

true mission of the project and those individuals who tirelessly work year in and year out to make the 

Kansas Mission of Mercy the success that it is today. 


